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Data is the cornerstone of demographic and population analyses . 

Sources of Population Data 

a. Types of Population Data:- 
1. Time Series Data- Long period data 
2. Cross Section-Short period data 

b. Nature of population data collecting two types 
1. Micro level data- 
2. Macro level data- 

b. Types of Sources of Population Data:- 
1. 
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Sources of Population Data 

A) Census:- 
Census is the single largest source of data for population studies all over the 
world. 

United Nations “the total process of collecting, compiling, and publishing 
demographic, economic, and social data pertaining at a specified time or time, 
to all persons of a defined territory ” 

Most of the courtiers including India, conduct census every 10 years. 

B) Vital Statistics/ Vital Registration System:- 

C) National Sample Survey:- 
D) International Publication:- 
E) Survey:- 
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Population Distribution 

The population of the world is unevenly distributed. 
The remark of George B. Cressey about the population of Asia 
that “Asia has many places where people are few and few place 
where people are very many ” is true about the pattern of 
population distribution of the world also. 

The term population distribution refers to the way people are 
spaced over the earth’s surface. 

Broadly, 90 per cent of the world population lives in about 10 
per cent of its land area. 

The term population distribution refers to the way the people 
are spaced over the earth’s surface. 
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Population Distribution 

Ajinath N. Jivrag 



Population Growth 

The population growth or population change refers to the change in number 
of inhabitants of a territory during a specific period of time. 

This change may be positive as well as negative. 

Population change in an area is an important indicator of economic 
development, social upliftment and historical and cultural background of the 
region. 
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Population Growth 
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Trends In Population Growth 

In the early periods population of the world grow very slowly. 
It is only during the last few hundred years that population has increased at 
an alarming rate. 

After the evolution and introduction of agriculture about 8,000 to 12,000 
years ago, the size of population was small – roughly 8 million. 
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Trends In Population Growth 

Around 1750, at the dawn of the Industrial Revolution, the world 
population was 550 million. World population exploded in the eighteenth 
century after the Industrial Revolution. 

There is a great variation among regions in doubling their population 
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Factors Influencing The 
Distribution Of Population 

FACTORS 

Availability of water 

Relief (Landforms) 

Climate 

Soils 

Minerals 

Urbanisation 

Industrialisation 

Social and Cultural 
Factors 
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Ecumene and non-ecumene areas 

A) Ecumene:- 

@ The ecumene is the part of the world that is permanently inhabited. @ 
People locally extend the ecumene through irrigation, terracng fields etc. 

B) Non-Ecumene:- 

@ Nonecumene is the unpopulated or sparsely occupied areas of the 
earth. 

@ 35 to 40% of all land does not have any significant human settlement. 
e.g.- Dry lands, Wet lands, Cold lands, High Lands, 
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